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American Indian Health Commission for Washington State

“Improving Indian Health through Tribal-State Collaboration”

October 8, 2013

Dorothy Frost Teeter, Director
Health Care Authority

626 8th Avenue SE

Olympia, WA 98501

Re: Request for Consultation in re Proposed WAC 182-512-0770 and WAC 182-512-0340
Dear Ms. Frost Teeter:

The American Indian Health Commission for the State of Washington (AIHC) works on behalf
of the twenty-nine Tribes and the two urban Indian health clinics in the State of Washington
to ensure increased American Indian/Alaska Native (Al/AN) access to quality health care. We
are requesting Tribal Consultation in regard to proposed WAC 182-512-0770 filed by the
Health Care Authority (HCA) on September 4, 2013. The proposed rule provides the Al/AN
income exemptions for those individuals applying for SSl-related Medicaid. The rules for
Medicaid Al/AN income exemptions will have significant consequences for a very vulnerable
segment of the Al/AN population.

On September 9, 2013, we submitted comments on WAC 182-509-0340 via the formal
rulemaking process. See Attached Letter. This proposed WAC concerned the MAGI
methodology for Al/AN income exemptions. In these comments, we requested the HCA to
initiate a consultation with the tribes pursuant to ARRA Section 5006(e) on both proposed
WAC 182-509-0340 and WAC 182-512-0770. Under Section 5006(e), the State of Washington
is required to consult with Tribes on State Medicaid regulations that will likely have a
compliance cost or direct impact to Tribes, urban Indian health programs or Al/AN. In
addition, HCA's Consultation and Communication Policy (See p.7) requires direct consultation
on such issues. In addition, such consultation must be initiated by a written communication to
tribal leaders and Indian health programs. We are unaware if these requirements have been
met. In addition, we have not received a response to our previous request for consultation.
The final rule on AI/AN income exemptions will have a direct impact on individual Al/AN,
tribes, and urban Indian health programs as they will affect who will have access to Medicaid
coverage and which individuals will have to seek coverage elsewhere.

AIHC appreciates the opportunity to work with the HCA on this matter. We believe we can
assist the HCA in developing an AI/AN income and resource methodology determination that is
effective and efficient both for the HCA and AI/AN within the State of Washington. If you have
any questions concerning these comments, or if we may otherwise be of assistance regarding
this matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.

E-mail bsimcosky@jamestowntribe.org ** Website: www.aihc-wa.com
*Phone: 360-582-4870
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Sincerely,

T aq s Seit

Marilyn Scott, Chair
American Indian Health Commission

Enclosure

cc:
Tribal Leaders

AIHC Delegates

MaryAnn Lindeblad, Medicaid Director, Health Care Authority

Karol Dixon, Tribal Liaison, Health Care Authority

Manning Pellanda, Health Care Authority

Mary Wood, Health Care Authority

Jessie Minier, Eligibility Policy Representative, Health Care Authority

Sheryl Lowe, Tribal Program Liaison, Washington Health Benefits Exchange

loe Finkbonner, Executive Director, Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board
Jim Roberts, Policy Analyst, Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board

Deb Sosa, Region X Native American Contact CMS

E-mail bsimcosky@jamestowntribe.orq ** Website: www.aihc-wa.com
*Phone: 360-582-4870




