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HCA selects Public Health – Seattle & King County  
Medical Director as Deputy Chief Medical Officer 

 
OLYMPIA – Washington State’s Health Care Authority has appointed a physician with clear public 
health credentials as the agency’s new Deputy Chief Medical Officer, serving both Apple 
Health/Medicaid and the Public Employees Benefits 
program. 

Dr. Charissa Fotinos is currently Chief Medical 
Officer for Public Health Seattle-King County, a 
position she has held since 2003. Her HCA 
appointment is effective October 1. 

“Dr. Fotinos brings a varied background and a unique 
set of experiences to the state level with this 
appointment,” said Dr. Daniel Lessler, HCA’s Chief 
Medical Officer. “As a colleague who has worked alongside her on a variety of initiatives, I know 
her well as a talented and visionary medical officer, with just the mix of abilities we need in this era 
of health care reform.”  

Dr. Fotinos will provide medical expertise and support to both the Health Care Authority and the 
Department of Social and Health Services, providing important clinical expertise for long-term care, 
behavioral health and children’s programs in DSHS.  This cross-departmental partnership will 
benefit the patients served in the state of Washington in a seamless way. 

“We are already working together in a partnership model that combines our expertise and energy,” 
said Jane Beyer, Assistant Secretary for Behavioral Health and Service Integration Administration. 
“Dr. Fotinos will be an important factor in that equation as we move into the future.” 
 
Dorothy Teeter, Director of the Health Care Authority, added: “I have known and respected Dr. 
Fotinos for many years. She has strong knowledge of substance abuse, behavioral health, and family 
medicine issues that are a focus of our work with today’s clients. She will be an excellent addition 
to a health care team focused on the triple aim of improved care, better health and efficiencies that 
lower our costs. 
                                                                           -more- 
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In addition to her work with Public Health – Seattle & King County, Dr. Fotinos has also worked on 
Mobile Medical Services with the Metropolitan Development Council in Tacoma, as Medical 
Director with the Seattle Children’s Home Safe Links program, and has been affiliated with both 
Providence and Swedish Hospitals in addiction recovery programs, clinic operations and as a 
teaching and staff physician. 

She currently also serves as a clinical associate professor in the University of Washington 
Department of Family Medicine. 

She received the Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Award in King County in 2008, the 
Commitment to Diversity and Social Justice Award from Public Health Seattle-King County in 
2006, and the Golden Apple Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2005, as well as other community 
service, mission leadership, teaching and volunteer recognition over the years. 

She received her undergraduate degree in biology at Denver University, and her M.D. at the 
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center. She was appointed to fellowships in Health Care 
Leadership at Brown University and Faculty Development in Family Medicine at the University of 
Washington.  

She holds a Master of Science degree in evidence-based health care from the University of Oxford, 
United Kingdom. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR BACKGROUND: 
The Medicaid Expansion 2014 website: http://www.hca.wa.gov/hcr/me 
The Health Benefits Exchange website: www.WAHBExchange.org  

Jim Stevenson, Communications, HCA 360-725-1915 jim.stevenson@hca.wa.gov 
Beth Luce, Communications, HCA 360-725-0867 elisibeth.luce@hca.wa.gov  
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The Health Care Authority does not discriminate and provides equal access to its programs and 
services for all persons without regard to race, color, gender, religion, creed, marital status, 
national origin, sexual orientation, age, veteran’s status or the presence of any physical, sensory 
or mental disability.  
 
 

 

Beginning October 1, Washington 
residents will be able to apply for free 
and low-cost health care coverage in 
the new health insurance marketplace, 
Washington Healthplanfinder.  
 


